[Pica in psychotic patients: an unusual cause of acute abdomen].
Pica is a pathologic craving for substances not commonly regarded as foods. In this study the authors report their experience about five cases presented with an acute abdomen following foreign bodies ingestion by patients mentally handicapped. Therapeutic treatment was emergency laparatomy with postoperative morbidity of 40% and mortality of 40%. It is hoped that specific drug therapy with more aggressive surgical treatment will reduce the mortality significantly.